NEWS

Violent
clashes
at asylunr
centre

CLASHES have broken
out among asylum seekers
in a Dawin detention
centre, with several peo-
ple taken to hospital.

A Department of
Immigration and Citizen-
ship spokeswoman said
up to 60 asylum seekers
at Darwin Airport Lodge
were involved in a dis-
turbance on Saturday
night.

It took Northern Territ-
ory and federal police an
hour to control the viol-
ence, and six asylum
seekers were taken to
hospital with minor
injuries.

They have since
returned to the centre,
where more clashes
broke out yesterday
afternoon.

Four asylum seekers
were taken to hospital
and their conditions
were not known, the
spokeswoman said.

It is understood the
violence took place in a
compound that houses
families.

Police and centre oper-
ator Serco are investigat-
ing.

The spokeswoman said
asylum seekers found to
have been involved ris-
ked failing the character
test for a protection visa.

*The department views
such behaviour
extremely seriously,e she
said. AAP

Man tried to
abduct girl

A MAN who tried to
abduct a girl in central
western NSW is at large.

The girl, 8, was playing
in the front yard of a
house at Hill Street,
Orange, when the man
approached her about
9pm on New Years Eve.

He grabbed her on the
arm and tried to pull her
away but the girl screa-
med and ran away.

The girl was not hurt.
She told police the man
was Caucasian, aged 20
to 30, unshaven with
blue eyes and wearing a
black hoodie and baggy
jeans. AAP

DELIVERY: Artist Michael Bell in his Lambton studio.

By AMY EDWARDS

ARTIST Michael Bell sits in
his Lambton studio painting
his latest work while
listening to the Test cricket
on the radio.
But tomorrow the Test
cricket will be his studio.
Bellis one of 12 leading
Australian artists who will
draw inspiration from the
Sydney Cricket Groundes
100th Test Match, in support
of the McGrath Foundation.
The artists will paint
around the ground during
the first three days of the
second Vodafone Test
between Australia and India.
My goal is to capture the

Artist not
stumped
for subject

biggest event on the first day
whether thates [Indiass Sachin]
Tendulkar getting his 100 or
something else, s Bell said.
Bell, winner of the 2010
SCG Trust Cricket Art prize,
has been painting for
30 years. He was a finalist in
the Archibald Prize in 2000
for his controversial portrait
of his friend and comedian

... Picture by Max Mason-Hubers

Steve Abbott depicted
without his pants.

*sMore than 70,000 fans
attended the first day of the
Testin Melbourne so itss
going to be noisy and there
will be plenty of
distractions,* he said.

*sBut the main reason lem
doing itis to raise money for
the McGrath Foundation.se

All 12 artists have agreed
to give their services and
completed works to the
McGrath Foundation.

Cricket and art fans can bid
for the works, to be displayed
online at www.pinktest.com.au
from day four of the Test until
bidding closes at 8.30pm on
January 12.

Dream
to turf
councll

CAN-DO:
Newcastle
Alliance
chairman Paul
Murphy says
the alliance
wants a
decision on the
inner-city rail
line.

Groupes new year wis|

By NEIL GOFFET

REMOVING the powers of
Newcastle City Council is at
the top of the 2012 agenda for
Newcastle business conglom-
erate Newcastle Alliance.

The representative body of
Newcastle businesses listed its
goals for the year and appoint-
ing an administrator to take
charge of council matters was
the number one item in 2012.

At the very least, according
to the alliance, a thorough
independent audit into coun-
ciles operations should be con-
ducted because the business
community had lost confid-
ence in the 12 councillors and
lord mayor John Tate.

~The Laman Street fig tree
fiasco highlighted the counciles
inability to make key decisions
about the future of the city,ee
Newcastle Alliance chairman
Paul Murphy said.

»Other ideas include the
delivery of Hunter Develop-
ment Corporationss transport

interchange plan and a deci-

sion on the inner-city rail line.
+s\We want commencement of

work on the Hunter Street

Master Plan by the council and

a positive outcome for the old

post office building.se

Implementation of eeFirst 15
minutes freess car parking is on
the list, as is a council rethink of
its proposed increased parking
fees on Darby Street and at The
Junction.

Further increases to police
numbers in Newcastle and a
definite decision on the Laman
Street figs were also sought.

Business rates applied by
council and answers about the
council,s 10 Year Community
Strategic Plan were also listed.

*We want to know what the
strategic plan means, the
promises, the proposed pro-
gram of works, the delivery
and its time frame,ss Mr
Murphy said.
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Desperate hunt for disability cab drive

NEWCASTLE Taxis is looking
for an owner-driver of a taxi for
people with disabilities in the
Toronto-Wangi area after los-
ing its sole operator there.
General manager John

Woods said the company was
desperate because it was
obliged to provide services in
that area. He said the company
would set up an operator with
an interest-free loan.
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Right Bed. Right Price. Right Now.

WARNERS BAY
10-16 Metcalfe Street
(at the roundabout) 4956 6611

NEWCASTLE WEST SALAMANDER BAY
950 Hunter Street Rigby Centre
4961 6992 4984 2222

LAKE HAVEN
53 Lake Haven Drive
4392 4044




